
Badlands National Park
 - South Dakota

Good Times at the 
Badlands
People are drawn to the rugged beauty of the Badlands. 
These striking geologic deposits contain one of the 
world’s richest fossil beds. Ancient mammals such as 
the rhino, horse, and saber-toothed cat once roamed 
here. The park’s 244,000 acres protect an expanse of 
mixed-grass prairie where bison, bighorn sheep, prairie 
dogs, and black-footed ferrets live today.

Did You Know?
25% of Badlands National Park is a designated 
wilderness area. Established in 1976, the Badlands 
Wilderness Area consists of 64,144 acres of the largest 
prairie wilderness in the United States. Administered in 
two units, Sage Creek and Conata Basin, the area is 
open for backpacking and exploration. 
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